
Syllabus: Practices & Policies
2021-2022 Franklin High School

Section 1: Course Overview

Course Title AP Literature and Composition

Instructor Info Name: Jordan Souza                                                        Contact Info: js



web of skills. For a very thorough understanding of how these Big Ideas lead to Enduring Understandings and

how those translate to Skills, please see HERE.

Course
Connections to PPS
ReImagined Vision

This course aims to strengthen students in becoming…
● Inquisitive Critical Thinkers with Deep Core Knowledge

● Powerful and Effective Communicators

● Resilient and Adaptable Lifelong Learners

Section 3: Student Learning

Prioritized
Standards

The following standards will be explored in the course:

RL.12.2 Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the

course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account;

provide an objective summary of the text.

RL.12.5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice

of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall

structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.

RL.12.6 Analyze a case in which grasping point of view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a text

from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement).

RI.12.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as

inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.

RI.12.5 Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her exposition or

argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, convincing, and engaging.

W.12.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning

and relevant and sufficient evidence.

PPS Graduate
Portrait
Connections

I will help students grow their knowledge and skills in the following aspects of PPS’s Graduate Portrait:

● Focus on Inquisitive Critical Thinking by focusing on a method of 
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Differentiation/
accessibility
strategies and
supports:



I will facilitate the creation of our Shared Agreements that respects and celebrates each student’s race, ability,
language, and gender in the following way(s):

At Franklin High School, in addition to following all school rules, we expect staff and students to:
Strive to be…
Thoughtful--We put time and effort into our work
Respectful--We respect the diverse learning needs of our peers
Organized--We are present and on time to class
Neighborly--We greet others and interact positively
Generous--We share our resources with each other

Shared
Agreements

I will display our Agreements in the following locations:

Classroom wall and Canvas Page

My plan for ongoing feedback through year on their effectiveness is:

● Regular check-ins both one on one, whole class, and in small groups

● Student surveys

● Written input

● Formative assessments

● Student voice

● Exit tickets

Student’s
Perspective &
Needs

I will cultivate culturally sustaining relationships with students by:

● Get to know students

● Examine personal biases

● Elevate students’ languages and cultures

● Adapt policies, practices, and pedagogy

● Family and community involvement

● Respect their cultures

● Be mindful of intent vs impact



mailto:jsoua@pps.net




● Notebook

● Writing utensil

Franklin can help with any materials you may need as well.  Please reach out to me privately and I will help you

get what you need.

Course Resources Here is a link to resources that are helpful to students during this course: High school supplies list

Empowering
Families

The following are resources available for families to assist and support students through the course:

● PPS Chromebook & Wifi Support Page

● Canvas

● StudentVue / ParentVue

Section 7: Assessment of Progress and Achievement

Formative
Assessments

As students move through the learning journey during specific units/topics, I will assess & communicate their

progress in the following ways: Informal Essays and Discussions

Summative
Assessments

As we complete specific units/topics I will provide the fo

https://www.cozi.com/blog/high-school-supplies-list/
/Page/15478


I will update student grades at the following frequency: Every  week

Progress Reports I will communicate the following marks on a progress report:

● A, B, C, D, F  and, in rare cases, P or NP

Final Report Card
Grades

The following system is used to determine a student’s grade at the end of the semester:

Essays & Major Projects = 80% of overall grade

Discussions = 20% of overall grade

I use this system for the following reasons/each of these grade marks mean the following:

● All Essay
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https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1CIN28z8v9-39V8LB5hJYpsku0_9jNZEG

